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SUBJECT: SNAG IN PRG-BDG RELATIONS 

1 . ERG AMBASSADOR RITTER TELLS ME THAT AN UNEXPECTED 
IRRITANT HAS DEVELOPED IN PRG-BDG RELATIONS. IT SEEMS 

THAT ERG HAS CONVENTIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT 
WITH BANGLADESH WHICH INCLUDES USUAL "BERLIN CLAUSE", 
PROVIDING THAT THE AGREEMENT ALSO APPLIES TO LAND BERLIN. 

IN EARLY MAY, ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR RITTER, BDG 
UNEXPECTEDLY REQUESTED MODIPICATION OP THIS CLAUSE, 
PROPOSING NEW LANGUAGE PATTERNED ALTER LANGUAGE WHICH 
USSR EARLIER NEGOTIATED WITH ERG IN WHAT RITTER TELLS 
ME IS SOLE EXCEPTION TO STANDARDIZED BERLIN CLAUSE FRG 
HAS NEGOTIATED WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS. 

2. AMBASSADOR RITTER HAS OBTAINED APPOINTMENT WITH 
POREIGN MINISTER KAMAL HOSSAIN (WHO IS SCHEDULED TO 
RETURN TO DACCA MAY 30 ALTER LONG ABSENCE) ON MAY 31 
AND WILL TRY TO HAVE BDG POSITION REVERSED, EMPHASIZING 
STRONG POLITICAL IMPORTANCE ERG ATTACHES TO PRESENT 
BERLIN CLAUSE. RITTER PLANS TO INDICATE THAT UNLESS 
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RECORD OF RESPONSIVENESS TO REQUESTS EOR SPEEDY ACTION 
ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION MATTERS. 

3. NOTING THAT THIS IS A TRANSPARENT USE OE BANGLADESH 
AS A TOOL TO SERVE SOVIET POLITICAL INTERESTS, AMBASSADOR 
RITTER IS AMAZED THAT BDG HAS CHOSEN PRECISELY THE PERIOD 
IMMEDIATELY BEEORE THE BANGLADESH AID GROUP MEETING IN 
PARIS TO RAISE THIS SENSITIVE POLITICAL ISSUE. IT MAY 
BE THAT THE EOREIGN MINISTER WILL BACK OLE BUT, IE HE 
DOES NOT, FRG REPRESENTATIVES AT THE PARIS TALKS MAY NOT 
BE IN A VERY EORTHCOMING MOOD. RITTER HAS ALREADY 
BOYCOTTED A MEETING HERE LAST WEEK HELD BY PLANNING 
COMMISSION SECRETARY SYEDUZZAMAN TO BRIEF AID GROUP HEADS 
OE MISSION ON THE DEVALUATION PACKAGE AND TO CONVEY 
BDG'S PLEA EOR INCREASED ASSISTANCE FOR NEXT YEAR. 

RITTER WILL LET ME KNOW HOW HE EARES WITH THE 
EOREIGN MINISTER AND I WILL REPORT EURTHER AFTER THEIR 
MEETING. 
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